
 

Open Enrollment 

Admission of Non-Resident Students: 

 

The Board may accept students from other South Dakota districts wishing to enroll in the 

district’s schools, provided class size guidelines allow, facilities are appropriate, and special 

programming, if necessary, is able to accommodate students needs.  The following financial 

guidelines will be applied: 
 

1. Students legally residing in another district within the state not needing special programming, 
will pay a tuition fee as negotiated by the Parker Superintendent, sending district, and parents. 

2. Students legally residing in another district within the state who are being served through a 
Rehabilitation Section 504 Plan and/or IDEA-IEP will pay a tuition fee equal to not less than all 
actual 504 and/or IEP costs (such costs excluding regular education costs, which may be 
negotiated pursuant to paragraph 1 above). 

 

The board delegates to the Superintendent the authority to negotiate the tuition rate on a case-by-case 

basis for each request for admission of a nonresident student within the guidelines set forth.  Payment 

of tuition can be made by the sending district or the student’s family. 

 

The administration will assign nonresident students to a school attendance center based on class size 

guidelines, building capacities, and the programming options of the district.  Transportation from home 

to school shall be the responsibility of the student’s family. 

 

Tuition will be collected in advance of the semester that those tuition charges will occur. 

 

Requests of Resident Students to Attend Another District 

The Board may accept requests from student families to attend another South Dakota district school 

without a change in residence, if the receiving district will accept payment of tuition to the receiving 

district based on negotiated rate of tuition between Parker Superintendent, receiving district, and 

parents of such student(s).  Transportation from home to school shall be the responsibility of the 

student’s family. 
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The Board delegates to the Superintendent the authority to negotiate the tuition rate on a case-by-case 

basis for each request to have a resident student attend another district based on the guidelines set 

forth.  Payment of tuition can be made by the sending district or the student’s family. 

 

Resident students in need of special programming will only be assigned out of district placements based 

on their Individual Education Plan and recommendations of the Multi-Disciplinary Team. 

The parent or legal guardian of a South Dakota kindergartener through twelfth grade student who wishes to enroll 

their student in a school other than the school to which the student has been assigned must apply to enroll in another 

district.  

 

General Guidelines: 

 

1. All requests for open enrollment to a nonresident district must be submitted to the Superintendent 

of Schools on the official application form provided by the South Dakota Department of Education. 

 

2. Student open enrollment applications to attend a school within the district will be reviewed by 

acting on nonresident applications in the order in which they are received.  

 

3. Decision to accept or reject open enrollment applications will be based on the criteria listed under 

“Open Enrollment Application Standards” in this policy. The applicant and the resident school 

board, if applicable, will be notified within five days of the decision.  

 

4. An application may be withdrawn by the applicant prior to the approval of the request and upon 

written notification to the district the student applied.  

 

5. Once approved by the nonresident district, the approved application serves as the applicant’s notice 

of intent to enroll in the nonresident district and obligates the student to attend the nonresident 

district during the school year, unless the affected school board or boards or the board’s designee 

agree in writing to allow the student to transfer back to the resident district or assigned school, or 

unless the parents, guardians, or emancipated student change residence to another district.  

 



6. Open enrollment and other transfers that occur during a school year are only allowed at the start of 

a quarter or semester.  

 

7. Once enrolled under open enrollment in a nonresident district, the student may remain enrolled and 

is not required to resubmit annual applications. 

 

8. The parent of legal guardian of a student who has been accepted for transfer under open enrollment 

is responsible for transporting the student to and from school without reimbursement.  

 

 

Open Enrollment Timelines: 

 

Applications for the succeeding school year 

Open enrollment applications for the succeeding school year will not be accepted until December 1 of the 

school year preceding enrollment. The applicant shall be informed within five working days after the 

district’s action on the application.  

 



Applications for the current school year 

Open enrollment applications to transfer to another school during the current school year will be accepted 

throughout the current school year. The applicant shall be informed within five working days after the 

district’s action on the application. Open enrollment transfers that occur during a school year will only be 

allowed at the start of a quarter or semester.  

 

Open Enrollment Application Standards: 
The following standards will be used to accept or reject applications for open enrollment: 

 

1. Open enrollment application must be made according to the “Open Enrollment Timelines” set 

forth in this policy.  

 

2. Open enrollment requests will be granted on a space available basis at the time the request is 

considered. Class size, program capacity, grade level, and building capacity restrictions are 

necessary in order to allow room in schools for students who may move into the assigned school 

attendance area. The approval of an open enrollment request may not result in exceeding the 

average student to teacher ratio, program capacity, or building capacity criteria listed below.  

The ratios listed for grade level student to teacher ratios are for open 

enrollment purposes only. Actual class sizes may be above these ratios 

because of students living in the school attendance area.  
 

 Kindergarten through grade six: The average student to teacher ratio shall not exceed 20 

students in grade level as a result of open enrollment. 

 

 Grade seven through grade twelve: The average student to teacher ratio for core classes 

may not exceed 25 students as a result of open enrollment.  

 

 An open enrollment transfer may not cause a building or program to exceed capacity, 

including special education programs. 

 

Special education program capacity: 

 Grouping programs designed to assist children with unique disabilities will be closed to 
open enrollment during a school year when they reach capacity (can not be 
accommodated at current staffing levels or the building is at capacity), and for the 
succeeding school year if they reach 80% of capacity at the end of the previous school 
year. 

 



 Resource and related service programs will be closed to open 
enrollment if students cannot be accommodated at current staffing 
levels or the building is at capacity. 

 

3. If two or more students from the same family residing in the same 
household request open enrollment in another school district, all 

requests must be either approved or denied. No denial of application 

may result in children from the same household enrolling in different 

school districts.  

 

4. Any student under long term suspension or expulsion may not be allowed 
to enroll until the suspension or expulsion is completed.  The 

student’s educational attendance and discipline records need to be 

provided to the Parker School when applying. 

 

5. The rules of the South Dakota High School Activities Association will govern eligibility for 
participation in activities.  

 

6. The decision of the Superintendent of Schools regarding a student’s application for open 
enrollment or a request to return to the resident district may be appealed. Appeal of a decision 
by the Superintendent may be directed to the School Board. The decision of the School Board 
regarding a student’s application for open enrollment or a request to return to the resident 
district is subject to de novo appeal to the Secretary of Education.   

 

 

Open Enrollment of Special Education Students: 
 

1. A request to transfer a student in need of special education or special education and related services may be 

granted only if, after a review of all relevant student education records and direct communication with the 

student’s parent or guardian and representatives of the resident district, the nonresident school district’s 

special education administration determines that the district can provide an appropriate instructional 

program and facilities, including transportation, to meet the student’s needs.  

 

2. If the request to transfer is granted, the district is responsible for the provision of a free appropriate public 

education for the student in need of special education or special education and related services. If the 

student requires transportation as a related service, the district shall provide or ensure the provision of 

transportation within the boundaries of the attendance center to which the student is assigned.  

 

3. If the nonresident school district special education administration is not able to confirm the 

provision of an appropriate instructional program, facilities, and transportation if necessary, based 

on the records review and communication with the student’s parent or guardian and 

representatives of the resident district, the nonresident district must initiate an individual 

education program team meeting consisting of representatives from the resident district and the 



nonresident school district to determine whether the nonresident district can provide an 

appropriate instructional program, facilities, and transportation necessary.  

 

4. A request to transfer a student in need of special education or special education and related 

services may be denied only pursuant to SDCL 13-28-44 or if an individual education program 

team consisting of representatives from the resident district and nonresident districts determine 

that the nonresident district cannot provide an appropriate instructional program and facilities, 

including transportation, to meet the student’s needs.  

 

5. If a parent or guardian of a student in need of special education or special education and related 

services requests to transfer the student back to the resident district, the affected school board or 

boards, or the boards’ designee must agree in writing to allow the student to transfer back to the 

resident district or assigned school, or unless the parents, guardians, or emancipated student 

change residence to another district. 

 

6. If two or more students from the same family residing in the same household request open 

enrollment and the nonresident district determines it can provide an appropriate special 

education or special education and related services for one or more of the students, the 

applications may be approved. However, if the nonresident district can not provide appropriate 

special education or special education and related service for one or more of the students in 

need of special education or special education and related services, the nonresident district may 

deny those applications for open enrollment.  

 

7. If it is determined that a parent of guardian of a student in need of special education or special 

education and related services submitted a request for an open enrollment transfer, but did not 

indicate that the student needs special education services on the application, the open 

enrollment transfer application will be considered void and the transfer request will be 

conducted according to the special education open enrollment guidelines set forth in this policy 

to determine if the student’s open enrollment request can be approved.  
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